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calmly     "We have behaved in a most correct way, have
we not ?    Serious conversation about French geography *"

She was teasing him She could see that he was quite
nervous

It is very simple,    she assured him       Father will only
come in to turn out the light     I will save him the trouble *

She touched a button and turned out the light

"Gnadiges Fraulein /3' said Gati&res now thoroughly fright-
ened He would be in a most awkward position if Herr von
Menzel should discover him in the dark with his daughter
It would be appalling

"Hush '   said Fraulein Ina, with a little suppressed laugh

A heavy footstep came down the hall The door of the
library was opened Captain Gatieres of the Chasseurs Alpins,
a brave man by all reputation, felt his heart lurch with a
sense of fear

"Das ist sonderbar f said the voice of Heinrich von
Menzel

He cleared his throat, muttered something went out, and
shut the door His heavy footsteps went forward, and up
the wooden stairs

Fraulein Ina turned up the light

"All is well '   she exclaimed

Gata&res saw her laughing eyes and the humorous mouth
of her great grandmother, but he looked grave, even a
little stern

"That was terribly indiscreet !   he said      'Ciel'"

Ina von Menzel laughed at him again

* It   saved   unnecessary   explanation,"   she   answered
"Papa would have treated me like a naughty-* girl     Why
wasn't I in bed ?    Why hadn't I remained with his guests ?
And so forth

Gati&res was not yet reassured

"If he had turned up the light we should have looked
extremely foolish, he said You would have put me into
a very unpleasant position "